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Recommendations

We asking for your consideration and comment on the following 
recommendations:

• That the Board notes the progress made regarding Sandwell 
Council’s approved Air Quality Action Plan (AQAP) 2020-2025 
since the previous report to the Board on 29 March 2021.

• To suggest further courses of action that the Director of Public 
Health could explore to further support and strengthen the 
ambitions of our current AQAP.



Poor Air Quality and the Implications for
Health and Wellbeing

Why does it matter?

• Air pollution is associated with a number of adverse health 
impacts.  

• Contributing factor in the onset of heart disease and cancer, plus 
cognitive function and sight health.  

• Most vulnerable in society affected: children and older people, and 
those with heart and lung conditions. 





• Strong correlation with equality issues - areas with poor air 
quality are often the less affluent areas.



• Annual health cost to society of the impacts of 
particulate matter in the UK estimated to be around 
£16 billion.

• Sandwell Council is committed to reducing the 
exposure of people to poor air quality in order to 
improve health.

• Improved AQ reduces the burden on NHS.



What is an Air Quality Action Plan?
The AQAP summarises how the Council will meet its statutory in 
trying to achieve Air Quality Strategy objectives as required by The 
Environment Act 1995 (Part IV).

What are Sandwell’s Air Quality Aims?
•   Reduce the overall health impacts and burdens of poor air quality
•   Achieve the national air quality NO2 annual mean objective in the 

shortest possible time frame (main source is 
exhaust emissions)

•   Reduce concentrations of particulate matter emissions (PM10
and PM2.5 ultrafine particles) to protect human health.



AQAP Identified Seven Priority Actions Support These Aims:

1.Community work to reduce NO2

2.Promoting and enabling sustainable and low emission transport
3.Council fleet emissions
4.Taxi and Private Hire Vehicle emissions
5.Planning policies to support AQ improvements
6.Publicity campaigns and engagement
7.Impact of Birmingham Clean Air Zone



Progress since March 2021

• AQAP adopted by the Council on 23 March 2021 

• Accepted by DEFRA’s Local Air Quality Management team

• Update on the following areas:
 Monitoring and reporting of air pollution
 Specific projects 
 Promotional activities and campaigns
 Changes in future local air quality management
 Briefing for elected members support



Monitoring and Reporting

• Maintained annual monitoring of nitrogen dioxide
levels at 123 sites across the borough

• Maintained 5 continuous monitoring stations. 4 upgraded in 2021 to 
allow monitoring of particulate matter (PM1, PM2.5 and PM10)



• Annual Status Report (ASR) of air pollution data 
monitoring submitted to DEFRA . 

Headlines 2020 Data



Air Quality Projects in 2022

• Establish a single boroughwide Smoke Control Area (SCA) for 
Sandwell.  Formal consultation planned for March with a view to 
declaring this year.



• AQ Grant from DEFRA to improve and increase awareness of air quality 
and motivate behaviour change at 8 Sandwell faith centres.





• Implementing the Black Country Ultra Low Emission Vehicle 
(ULEV) Strategy





Impact of New Legislation on Local Authority AQ 
Management

The Environment Act 2021

• New national objective levels for PM2.5 will be set in the autumn 
2022 – short and long term (15 year) targets.

• Councils and other relevant public bodies (e.g. NHS,) will be 
required to work together to tackle air quality issues.

• Enforcement of illegal smoke emissions from domestic burning 
which pollutes towns and cities will be easier.

• Council policies will be subject to more regular review as central 
government will be required to regularly updates its National Air 
Quality Strategy



How We Shape the Future Management of 
Local Air Quality in Sandwell

• Clear and effective communication strategies are required to initiate 
behaviour change in a variety of contexts: travel, infrastructure, home 
heating, business energy use.

• Promotional activities can assist with behaviour change but require 
leadership and positive views on walking, cycling, public transport and car 
sharing/car clubs.

• Duty under the Environment Act 2021 to collaborate with other 
designated public bodies including neighbouring authorities to tackle poor 
air quality

• Greater consideration to be given on the impact of planting schemes
• 3 Monthly AQAP steering group meetings - interested Members welcome 

to attend. 


	Health and Adult Social Care Scrutiny Board
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Implementing the Black Country Ultra Low Emission Vehicle (ULEV) Strategy�
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18

